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SCENE IN OPERATING ROOM

PREFACE
Introductory Note:

This Preface (Pages I to VIII)

pared by Mr. T. S. Chamberlin.

was pre-

The main body of the book is the

work of Miss Lina Dunn,
Further reference to the persons and subjects mentioned in this
Preface may be found by referring to the Index,
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DIED
At the residence of his son-in-law, Mr. Francis Burt, near
Sacket's Harbor (N. Y.), on Thursday evening, Oct. 19, 1848,
DR. SAMUEL GUTHRIE, aged 66
The deceased was endowed with intellectual powers of a high
order, and was a devoted student of nature. He was eminent in his
profession, while engaged in its practice, but for many years previous
to his death, had been occupied with other pursuits. Being the
original inventor of the percussion powder, and the only manufacturer
of the article in the United States, much of his time has been employed in superintending its preparation-and while thus occupied he
had on several occasions narrowly escaped with his life, receiving
severe injuries from which he never entirely recovered.
The honor of first procuring chloroform is shared by him in
common with Souberian of France and Leibig of Germany. These
three chemists without any concert of action of knowledge of each
other produced.it about the same time. The question of absolute
priority has not been conclusively established, but a Committee of the
Medico-Chirurgical Society of Edinburgh awarded to the deceased
the credit of having first published an account of its therapeutical
effects as a diffusable stimulous in 1832.
The love of natural science was predominent in his mind, and he
eagerly perused whatever had reference to facts and demonstrations
as a basis, entertaining at the same time a feeling bordering on disgust for mere assumptions, conjectures and speculations. Chemistry
was his favorite study, and he is chiefly known to the scientific world
through his contributions to Stillman's Journal and the Scientific
American, while in connection with chloroform his name is familiar
in both hemispheres.
His reading was varied and extensive, embracing nearly every
deparment of knowledge and literature, except works of fiction, for
which he had no taste. He was a constant and attentive reader of the
medical periodicals of the day, and took a lively interest in everything
He
pertaining to the progress or improvement of medical science.
had suffered severely from bodily infirmities for years, but his mental
vigor continued to the last, and many who knew him can bear testimony to the kindness of his disposition and the generosity of his nature.
-Sacket's HarborObserver.
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