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28. Albanèse J, Viviand X, Potie F, Rey M, Alliez B, Martin C: Sufentanil, 
fentanyl, and alfentanil in head trauma patients – A study on cerebral hemody-
namics. Crit Care Med 1999; 27:407–11

29. Vaughan DJ, Shinner G, Thornton C, Brunner MD: Effect of tramadol on 
electroencephalographic and auditory-evoked response variables during light 
anaesthesia. Br J Anaesth 2000; 85:705–7

30. Coetzee JF, Maritz JS, du Toit JC: Effect of tramadol on depth of anaesthe-
sia. Br J Anaesth 1996; 76:415–8

31. Dayer P, Desmeules J, Collart L: Pharmacology of tramadol. Drugs 1997; 
53:18–24
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� ANESTHESIOLOGY REFLECTIONS

Wood, Bickley, and Avertin

To facilitate induction and reduce overall dosage of inhalational anesthetics, Drs. Paul M.
Wood (1894–1963) and Robert S. Bickley (1885–1957) investigated preliminary sedation and
even “basal anesthesia” of patients with tribromethanol, branded Avertin by Winthrop Chem-
ical Company. By 1936 Anesthesiologist Wood and Surgeon Bickley had popularized American
use of this agent by publishing their “Observations on use of tribromethanol (Avertin)” in the
American Journal of Surgery. When Bickley retired, Wood was forced to “semi-retire” to his
wife’s family home near West Point, New York, taking with him bottles that he had collected,
such as the Avertin one above (courtesy of the Wood Library-Museum). As the bottle label
suggests, this “basal anesthetic” was usually administered basally (i.e., per rectum), typically
to agitated adult and pediatric patients. (Copyright © the American Society of Anesthesiolo-
gists, Inc. This image appears in color in the Anesthesiology Reflections online collection
available at www.anesthesiology.org.)

George S. Bause, M.D., M.P.H., Honorary Curator, ASA’s Wood Library-Museum of Anes-
thesiology, Park Ridge, Illinois, and Clinical Associate Professor, Case Western Reserve
University, Cleveland, Ohio. UJYC@aol.com.
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