
ANESTHESIOLOGY REFLECTIONS

The 2-cent Crawford Long Postage Stamp

In Jefferson, Georgia, on what we now celebrate as “Doctors’ Day,” on March 30 of 1842, pharma-
cist-physician Crawford Williamson Long (1815–1878) etherized James Venable for removal of a
neck tumor. This anesthetic occurred more than 4 yr before (but was publicized 3 yr after) Morton’s
public ether demonstration in Boston. The U.S. Postal Service used an 1873 photograph of Long as
inspiration for engraving its postage stamp honoring the Georgian in 1942. Ironically, since national
postal rates that year were 3 cents for a typical enveloped letter, one Crawford Long stamp could
only fund local delivery within the town limits of Jefferson. Those seeking postal delivery beyond
Jefferson were forced to stick two or more Long stamps on each of their envelopes. (Copyright © the
American Society of Anesthesiologists, Inc. This image appears in color in the Anesthesiology
Reflections online collection available at www.anesthesiology.org.)
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