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The End of the Road for “Huron Road”

In 1935 Dr. Rolland Whitacre (1950 American Society of Anesthesiologists [ASA] President) laid the
foundation for his historic anesthesiology residency program at Cleveland’s Huron Road Hospital (HRH).
Training then teaching at HRH from 1933–1947, Dr. Brant Burdell “B. B.” Sankey followed Whitacre as
both an ASA president (1955) and an International Anesthesia Research Society (IARS) Trustee. A future
cardiac anesthesia pioneer and ASA vice-president, Dr. Kenneth Keown interned at HRH before training
in anesthesiology at Philadelphia’s Hahnemann Hospital, the homeopathic “mother ship” for HRH. Ex-
cept for his wartime service, Dr. Nicholas DePiero (1967 ASA President) trained and taught at HRH from
1942–1950. Renamed first “Meridia Huron” then “Huron” Hospital, the former HRH would not survive
declining patient admissions or the costly aging of its physical plant (center). On August 22, 2011,
inpatient services ceased at HRH, the hospital that furnished the IARS with several trustees, the ASA with
three presidents and one vice-president, and the world with the Whitacre pencil-point spinal needle.
(Copyright © the American Society of Anesthesiologists, Inc. This image also appears in the Anesthesi-
ology Reflections online collection available at www.anesthesiology.org.)
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