ANESTHESIOLOGY REFLECTIONS FROM THE WOOD LIBRARY-MUSEUM

Cocaine/Eucaine Sales Register: Dégja Vlu or Téte-béche?

UNDER NEW YORK ANTI-COCAINE LAW 1913
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Alkaloid Cocaine or its Salts, or Alpha or Beta Eucaine or their Salts

“or any admixture, pound, soll or product of which Cocaine or Eucaine
or their salts may be an ingredient.

Law in force June 10th, 1913.
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ILLEGAL SALE OF COCAINE IS A FELONY
Failure to Comply with Other Provisi is a Misd

If this image of a Cocaine and Eucaine Register of Sales seems like déja vu, that is because it is the
“reverse” or “upside-down” book built into the opposite pagings of the Cocaine and Eucaine Register of
Purchases, which was featured as one of our September 2012 Anesthesiology Reflections. Such an
unusual binding is called a téte-béche (French for “head-to-toe”). In other words, if you start at the front
cover of the Purchases, read right-hand pages to the last page, close the book to reveal the back cover,
and then rotate the book 180 degrees, you will see that Purchase’s back cover is actually the upside-
down front cover of Sales. Now if you were a librarian at the Wood Library-Museum, how would you
shelve Sales — upside up or upside down? (Copyright © the American Society of Anesthesiologists, Inc.)
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