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ANESTHESIOLOGY REFLECTIONS FROM THE WOOD LIBRARY-MUSEUM

The horace Wells Monument at Cedar hill Cemetery

After disinterment from Hartford’s Old North Cemetery, the remains of nitrous oxide pioneer Horace Wells were 
reinterred in 1908 at Cedar Hill Cemetery. There, sculptor Louis Potter was commissioned by Horace’s son Charles to 
create front and side sculptures for the Horace Wells Monument. The original side sculptures were stolen but, more 
recently, have been replaced. The damaged and oxidized original front piece was refurbished (above) by the Cedar 
Hill Cemetery Foundation through generous donations by individuals and by organizations, including the Horace Wells 
Club. Above the inscription “THERE SHALL BE NO PAIN,” an angel is winging anesthetic vapors toward suffering 
humanity. (Copyright © the American Society of Anesthesiologists, Inc.)
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