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ANESTHESIOLOGY REFLECTIONS FROM THE WOOD LIBRARY-MUSEUM

Laughing “Gas” from Knoxville’s Dr. H. F. Huffaker

A registered dentist, Dr. Henry Floyd Huffaker (1870–1946) shifted his practice location around  
Knoxville, Tennessee, at least twice before settling by 1914 on the fancy McTownlee Building for 
professionals. To attract dental patients, Dr. Huffaker made a point of advertising that he supplied  
laughing “gas.” The attractive lady on his advertising postcard was photographed, not there in  
Knoxville, but apparently over 700 miles to the northeast, in Rochester, New York. This postcard is 
part of the Wood Library-Museum’s Ben Z. Swanson Collection. (Copyright © the American Society 
of Anesthesiologists, Inc.)

George S. Bause, M.D., M.P.H., Honorary Curator, ASA’s Wood Library-Museum of Anesthesiology, 
Schaumburg, Illinois, and Clinical Associate Professor, Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland, 
Ohio. UJYC@aol.com.




